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Storytelling

• Storytelling is pervasive part of the  
human experience!
– Books, movies, computer games,  

training scenarios, education,  
every-day communication, etc.!

• Narrative Intelligence: narrative is a fundamental means by 
which we organize, understand, and explain the world!

• Instill computational systems with the ability to craft and tell 
stories in order to be better entertainers, educators, trainers, 
communicators, and generally more capable of relating to 
humans 
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Why computational narrative intelligence?

• Stories are everywhere!

• Humans make up stories  
all the time, but computers  
do not!

• Cognitive science!

• Computational creativity!

• Practical creativity
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With sweaty palms and heart racing, John drove to Sally's house for 
their first date. Sally, her pretty white dress flowing in the wind, 
carefully entered John's car. John and Sally drove to the movie theater. 
John and Sally parked the car in the parking lot. Wanting to feel 
prepared, John had already bought tickets to the movie in advance. A 
pale-faced usher stood before the door; John showed the tickets and the 
couple entered. Sally was thirsty so John hurried to buy drinks before 
the movie started. John and Sally found two good seats near the back. 
John sat down and raised the arm rest so that he and Sally could 
snuggle. John paid more attention to Sally while the movie rolled and 
nervously sipped his drink. Finally working up the courage to do so, 
John extended his arm to embrace Sally. He was relieved and ecstatic to 
feel her move closer to him in response. Sally stood up to use the 
restroom during the movie, smiling coyly at John before that exit. John 
and Sally also held hands throughout the movie, even though John's 
hands were sweaty. John and Sally slowly got up from their seats. Still 
holding hands, John walked Sally back to his car through the maze of 
people all scurrying out of the theater. The bright sunshine temporarily 
blinded John as he opened the doors and held them for Sally as they left 
the dark theater and stepped back out onto the street. John let go of 
Sally's hand and opened the passenger side door of his car for her but 
instead of entering the car, she stepped forward, embraced him, and 
gave him a large kiss. John drove Sally back to her home.
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You’ll never believe what 
happened to me when I went to 

the bank yesterday. A man who... 
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